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“In the art of traditional botanical
pamting, each flower 1s painted from
real life plant specimens with the
purpose of documenting medicinal
and endangered plants of both exotic and
native species as well as increasing public
awareness of the importance to
respect and save our biotic resources.
* I am fascinated with the architecture
and complexity of plant structure
and mspired with the beauty of
plant life ™
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Claudia Stevens is a classically trained fine
artist and has painted for over thirty years.
She works 1n watercolor and gouache with a
dry brush technique on hot press paper. Her
technique begins by gathering plant
specimens directly from the natural environ-
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ment sometimes hiking
extensively. While using a
high grade watercolor
and gouache, She works
i translucent layerng.

Claudia is a recipient of the Creative Work
Fund grant in collaboration with a team
specializing in plant ecology, anthropology
and fine art. As a quiet act of conservation,
the goal of the project is to raise visibility
and public awareness to the importance of
our mnative plants, some that are now
endangered and rare. The work has shown at
Stanford University, Filoli Gardens, Pacific
Grove Art Center, Monterey Historic Parks
and others. The project continues to grow as
a traveling exhibition of original paintings.

Claudia lives in rural Aptos, California and
derives much of her creative energy from the
surrounding environment. The Mediterranean
climate of Santa Cruz County provides a
wide range of plant specimens, both North
American natives and world-wide exotics.
Claudia gathers botanical specimens from
international rain forests as well as the Sierra
Newvada and Big Sur.
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